
I-115-001

The Preferred Alternative is similar to Option A but includes a number of

design refinements that minimize the effects presented in the SDEIS and

respond to comments made on the SDEIS. In accordance with the

requirements of ESSB 6392, WSDOT has worked collaboratively with

the Seattle Department of Transportation, the City of Seattle Pedestrian

Advisory Board, and the Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board to develop

design refinements for bicycle and pedestrian facilities. The resulting

design refinements are described in the ESSB 6392: Design

Refinements and Transit Connections Workgroup Recommendations

Report (Attachment 16 to the Final EIS). Bicycle and pedestrian

connections are described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS; their effects are

described in Chapter 7 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report and

in the Recreation Discipline Report Addendum (both in Attachment 7 to

the Final EIS).

 

I-115-002

The Preferred Alternative would not include construction of any new

ramps in the Arboretum. The Preferred Alternative would reduce effects

on the Arboretum, compared to No Build Alternative, by physically

removing the existing Lake Washington Boulevard eastbound on-ramp

and westbound off-ramp and the R.H. Thomson Expressway ramps.

Access to Lake Washington Boulevard by westbound SR 520 traffic

would be moved to a new intersection located on the Montlake

Boulevard lid at 24th Avenue East. See Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for

additional information. The result of this and other features of the

Preferred Alternative is a reduction in trip volumes on Lake Washington

Boulevard in the Arboretum compared the No Build Alternative. Under

the Preferred Alternative in 2030, a.m. peak hour volumes on Lake

Washington Boulevard through the Arboretum would be 1,330 vehicles

per hour with the Preferred Alternative, compared to 1,950 vehicles per

hour with the No Build Alternative. P.m. peak hour volumes would be

1,410 vehicles per hour compared to 1,730 with the No Build Alternative.
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See the Final Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final

EIS) for further discussion of trip volumes.
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